AFTER   EVEREST
Shekar Dzong was one of the many temples where the
lamas received us and entertained us to tea (daintily
served in cups with lids, mixed with salt and bad butter,
the latter often several years old). The interiors of these
temples are very quaint and often very impressive. A
maze of living-rooms surrounds a courtyard, in the centre
of which is a large, dark hall, probably leading to several
others, the innermost one containing a colossal image of
Buddha, flanked with various departed lamas or bodd-
hisattvas, often of fine workmanship overlaid with gold.
Rancid butter burns in myriads of little lamps. Fantastic-
ally-arranged offerings decorate the altars like a bizarre
harvest thanksgiving service, and priests accompany the
scene with a droning of ritual mantras or the rhythmic
beat of drum and cymbal. All is immersed in the same
smell of stale butter and unwashed humanity.
There is something tragic about the childish faith of
the lamas, and still more tragic is the touching trust which
the Tibetans have in some of the more unscrupulous ones.
Priesthood is the same the world over. A real faith in a
god, however mistakenly.conceived, has always something
noble in it. But there are few things more abominable
than the exploitation of the faith of the masses by priests
who hold them in a condition of spiritual blackmail. We
saw both kinds of priests in Tibet. The head of the
Rongbuk Monastery at the foot of Everest was one of the
better sort, a fine man and a born leader. Others were
too often among the more crafty and vicious, though I
never saw priests in Tibet who appeared to be one-hun-
dredth part so steeped in vice and iniquity as some of the
priests of Benares, the Holy City of Hinduism.
Some Tibetan monasteries are marvels of architecture
and carpentry. Many of their decorations and banners
are of real beauty and purity of line and colour. The
Tibetans are not by any means uncivilized, although quite
un-Westernized. Both in the towns they live in, and in
the organization of their state, they have a very definite,
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